
A Haunted Existence
Independent traders in Bath are challenging 
a pop-up street food market set up in front of 
their shops for the Christmas market.  
The stalls were placed on Kingsmead Square 
in front of independent restaurants and fast 
food shops. The owners say that the market is 
in direct competition with their shops, keeping 
customers away from their businesses.  
Sarah Gurung, co-owner of the Nepalese Take-
away shop “Phat Yak”, says: “When we have 
a chance to make money during the Christmas 
market period, stalls are put up that are facing 
away from us. We are cut off from the flow. 
No thought or care has gone into this from the 
council, with regards to the local independ-
ents.” 
The market is organised by Bristol Eats, who 
are willing to work with local traders.  
Director Heather Simmonds says: “We love 
to work collaboratively and would welcome 
the opportunity to speak with local businesses 
about how we could make the event better for 

all going forward.” 
A Bath City Council spokeswoman says: “This 
year some concerns were raised by local busi-
nesses about the positioning of stalls. We al-
ways keep events like this under review to help 
form our decisions in the future.”  
However, local business owners on Kingsmead 
Square are not happy with how the council 
handled the situation. Arun Gurung, Sarah’s son 
and colleague says: “We have nothing against 
the traders but there is a right way to do this. 
There is a specialist coffee outlet right outside 
a coffee shop here. There is a curry stall outside 
us. We need a bit of common sense and help.” 

In a time of Trumps war on media and so-called 
fake news, fewer people trust that journalists 
are telling the truth. Newsrooms are getting 
smaller and fewer traditional opportunities arise 
for aspiring journalists to publish their work. 
However, a few young people still believe in 
the power of journalism to make a change in 
the world. 
One of those people is Charlotte Philips, who 
is currently studying journalism at UWE. She 
didn’t always think she was going to end up 
there. She started off with a bachelor’s degree 
in history. 

Over time, her interest started to shift from 
history towards the political side of things. 
She switched her degree from a pure history 
course to American Studies at the University in 
Portsmouth. For Charlotte, the current political 
climate in the US became more interesting than 
historical facts. 
 “The first thing people usually ask me is if I’ve 
ever been to the US. They’re always surprised 
when I say no.” Charlotte laughs.
Although she has never been to America, she 
still feels that it is important to learn about 
one of the most powerful actors in the modern 

world.
“I watched the election”, she remembers. “It 
was horrible.”
In a world where Trump split America in two 
and has the whole world on edge, Charlotte 
wants to be able to make a change.
“He is bad for America. He is isolating his 
country and taking it in the wrong direction,” 
Charlotte seems genuinely worried, not just for 
America’s sake. She believes their global poli-
tics are important over here in England as well. 
The political and economic decisions made in 
the US can affect the entire world.
That’s why she decided to go back to her 
hometown Bristol and get a master’s degree in 
journalism at UWE. She is motivated to change 
politics through public discourse. Seeing the 
way America’s politics changed overnight made 
Charlotte realise that the same could happen 
in England. That’s when she started to become 
aware of how important it is to have a voice and 
to use it. 
Charlotte describes herself as central left and 
feels that her opinions are not entirely repre-
sented in today’s British politics. While one of 
her goals will be to discuss abolishing tuition 
fees, she disagrees with other programme points 
that the labour party stands for. By being a jour-
nalist, she will be able to share her own vision 
of equality with the world. 
While words such as alternative facts and fake 
news are becoming more popular, it is probably 
going to be young people like Charlotte, who 
are aspiring to become journalists and fight 
for change. When she talks about her dream of 
writing about politics, it seems she clearly has 
the determination needed to make that dream 
come true. 
In the meantime, Charlotte hopes that she will 
be able to visit America one day. The place she 
wants to see most?
“I would go to Boston. I’m a big baseball fan 
and the Red Sox are my favourite team. I would 
go there to see them play.”

Trump and Fake News: Young 
Journalists fight for the truth
With fewer people trusting news outlets and fake-news eing shared all over social media, 
it’s young people like Charlotte, who will be able to make a change in the media-world 

New Bristol Health Report 
shows that child poverty in 
Bristol lies above national 
average

By Clara Bullock
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After her graduation, Charlotte is planning to become a journalist 
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One in five children in Bristol live in relative 
poverty, according to a new Bristol health 
and wellbeing report. It was published by the 
City Council and NHS Bristol, North Somer-
set and South Gloucestershire and analyses 
health factors such as education, poverty and 
healthy life styles.  
Following the report, Bristol GP James Wil-
lis at Southmead Hospital calls for the city 
council to tackle child poverty and mental 
health: “Child poverty rates in Bristol lie 
above the national average. There is a dis-
parity of poverty in different areas in Bristol. 
Some children don’t have the resources to 
live a healthy life.”  
Poverty varies in different areas. In Law-
rence Hill, the biggest school ward, the 
percentage of children in poverty lies over 
50%, whereas it is only 5.7% in Redland. 
Anabel Flamank, teacher in Hartcliffe, says: 
“Students are struggling to get through their 
school day, get through their lessons, as a 
result of not eating properly.” 
Fare Share South West, a charity that brings 
food to schools in Bristol, organised a fund-
raising event this week to raise awareness of 
child poverty. Phoebe Ruxton, Fundraising 
and communications manager, says: “It’s 
been amazing to see the support. People from 

Bristol all came together and the support 
on social media and the donations have just 
been fantastic.” 
Other health factors mentioned in the re-
port include life expectancy, air pollution, 
mental health and healthy lifestyles. Male 
life expectancy lies right below the nation-
al average, at 78.8 years. The air pollution 
rates lie at similar levels as other cities in the 
UK, causing about 8.5% of adult mortality. 
Suicide rates are significantly higher than the 
national average, with most suicides being 
male. Rates of self-harm vary across Bristol, 
with a link between self-harm and areas of 

deprivation. The number of women admitted 
to hospital for self-harming are significantly 
higher than the number of men.  
However, more people commute by bike or 
foot in Bristol than any other local authority 
in the country.  
“Bristol is behind on a few health aspects, 
but we are also ahead on a number of things. 
The council is successfully promoting health-
ier lifestyles, such as using bikes as trans-
port”, says James Willis. “The council needs 
to focus more on mental health issues and 
child poverty, if they want to make a differ-
ence.” 

“Students 
struggle to 
get through 
the day”

Bath shops under threat by market stalls

Fare Share bringing food to Chil-
dren (Photo by Fare Sharee)

Tom Marshman creates a captivating web 
of music, projection and video, bringing the 
shocking story of Geoffry Williamson to life for 
his audience. Geoffry got arrested for making 
“improper approaches” to a train officer on an 
evening train in the 1950’s. Upon arrest, he 
reveals a list of men he had sex with, causing a 
row of imprisonments, aversion therapy and su-
icide. By using various story telling techniques 
such as video projections, monologues, vinyl 
records and slide shows, Marshman delivers 
pieces of the story to his audience, that all come 
together to from an impression of Britain’s 
homophobic past, without ever becoming over-
bearing. While at times drifting into experimen-
tal realms, Marshman uses his charm, wit and 
records of 50’s music to win the audience over. 
In the intimate setting of the Tobacco Factory, 
Marshman manages to turn a history lesson into 
a personal tale of circumstance, ignorance and 
love. 

A Haunted Existence
Thursday 29th November
Tabacco Factory Bristol
£12
www.tbaccofactorytheatres.com
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““ “ “““I think there should be an arena in Bristol because 
I believe it brings jobs to the local community and 
it’s a place where people can engage. 

Yes, I do think there should be an arena in Bristol. 
We need places where we can watch live music 
acts,. There is lots of independent places, but not a 
venue that has enough space for big acts. 

Yes, because Bristol needs a place for events like 
concerts and conferences. It will be good for the 
local businesses and can bring some more tourism 
into Bristol.

Does Bristol still need an arena?
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